
               "Remi"

                for String Quartet

                                      

                                  by : Alexander Ruiseco

                                                

                                         



    Program Notes :"Remi" is the nickname for my newborn niece Remington Renaldi. I decided 
to use the notes Re & Mi for the opening source material by starting with a D to Eb in the viola 
and began by having the inner voices play diffrent combinations of E against D or some iteration 
of Db and Eb. For the outer voices I decided to balance this with minor 7th and Major 7th leaps 
in the melody. As the first movement moves along I also wanted to continue to us the 2 against 3 
pattern idea and interval relationship to create hemiolas by putting triplets against eighth notes 
and compound triplets against quarter notes. The attempt is to mimic the rocking and shaking of 
a newborn baby in infancy who just cant quite sit still. Eventually this is followed by a pizzicato 
section where i wanted to explore the diffrent techniques of col legno and sul pontecello to add 
some diffrent textures of a tiptoeing effect as the baby is sleeping. 
        The second movement takes place at about four months as my niece has now drastically 
shaped into a smiling, shreiking infant. It is characterized by more melodic material with some 
ideas derived from transcribing some of her jibberish and met with some rhythmic duets that lead 
into a 6 tuplet against 4 section that i wanted to include spiccicato bouncing.

    Performance Notes : Both movements approximately take 9'30''.  Accidentals carry through 
the measure. Pizzicatos to be plucked and let ring for the duration of the rests. Accelerandos and 
ritardandos are approximate to the tempo desired. 
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